
 
 

The East-West Center in Washington invites you to an Asia Pacific Security Seminar: 
 

China and Russia in Northeast Asia: Changing Strategies 
 

Featuring: 
Dr. Yoshifumi Nakai 

Professor, Gakushuin University, Tokyo 
and 

Mr. Shinji Hyodo 
Senior Researcher, National Institute for Defense Studies, Tokyo 

 
Since the end of the Cold War, the influence of China and Russia in Asia has shifted, with 
China’s star rising and Russia’s falling. Both countries, however, remain active players in 
important regional issues from natural resource exploitation to curbing North Korea’s nuclear 
ambitions. Dr. Yoshifumi Nakai of Gakushuin University in Tokyo and Mr. Shinji Hyodo of the 
National Institute for Defense Studies in Tokyo will explore the changing roles of China and 
Russia in Northeast Asia from a Japanese perspective, describing the diplomatic and security 
activities of the two countries and their influence on the region. 
 
Thursday, May 7 
12:30 P.M. – 2:00 P.M. 
Luncheon will be served at 12:30 P.M. 
 
East-West Center in Washington 
1819 L Street NW, Washington, D.C., 2nd Floor Conference Room 
This event is free and open to the public.  
 
Please RSVP to Alison Hazell by email (RSVPDC@EastWestCenter.org), fax (202) 293-1402, or 
telephone (202) 327-9752. 
 
Please include your name, title, organization, address, phone number, email, and country of 
citizenship. All personal information is for East-West Center use ONLY and is not circulated. 
Please note that seating for this event is limited. 
 
Yoshifumi Nakai has been teaching Chinese politics and international relations at the 
Department of Political Studies at Gakushuin University in Tokyo, Japan since 2003. From 1997 
to 2003, he was senior researcher in Area Studies Department I at the Institute of Developing 
Economies. In 2000, Dr. Nakai spent an academic year at the Asia-Pacific Research Center at 
Stanford University and in 2001 he was a visiting scholar at the Research Center for 
Contemporary China of Beijing University. Dr. Nakai was researcher at the Consulate General of 
Japan in Hong Kong (1991-1994), and senior researcher at the Center for Asia-Pacific Affairs at 
the Japan Institute of International Affairs (1994-1997). His recent publications include  “The 
Undercurrents in the Chinese-Japanese Relations,” International Journal of Korean Unification 
Studies (2005) Vol. 13, No. 2, pp. 1-22; and “Japan’s Views on the Rise of China and its 
Implications: Bureaucratic Interests and Political Choices,” in Hsin-Huang Michael Hsiao and 
Cheng-Yi Lin eds., Rise of China: Beijing’s Strategies and Implications for the Asia-Pacific. 
Routledge: New York, 2008. 



Shinji Hyodo is a senior research fellow at the National Institute for Defense Studies (NIDS), a 
security policy think tank of the Japanese Ministry of Defense, and teaches at Sophia University 
(Tokyo) as part-time lecturer on Russian area studies. His specialty is Russian area studies 
(politics, foreign affairs, and security issues) in terms of East Asian security. He has worked as 
a special researcher for the political section of the Embassy of Japan in Moscow from 1996 to 
1998 and as a cabinet secretariat member in National Security Council of the Koizumi Cabinet 
from 2001 to 2003. He was a visiting fellow of the Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) in 
London in 2007. Mr. Hyodo’s publications include The future of the multiethnic federal state 
Russia, Toyo book 2003, and a Russian chapter of the strategic annual report, East Asian 
Strategic Review, NIDS since 2003. His recent articles include “Future of Russian State as 
Viewed from the Federal System”, NIDS Security Reports, March 2001; East Asian Strategic 
Review NIDS from 2003; and “Three Factors Supporting Russia’s Assertive Diplomacy “, NIDS 
Briefing Memo, February 2009. 


